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He was given only five minutes to speak upon it. Gandhi decided not
to read his prepared speech but speak extempore. But before he
could speak sufficiently on the subject, the bell rang and Gandhi sat
down with a sad heart. In those days there was hardly any difference
between visitors and delegates. Every one raised his hand and all
resolutions were passed unanimously.
During the three-day session of the National Congress Gandhi
came in closer contact with Gokhale, Tilak, Surendranath Banerjea
and other leaders. The president found Gandhi "very good, very active,
bursting with enthusiasm". However, Gandhi was disappointed with
the Congress. He observed that there was little regard for economy
of energy; English occupied a prominent place even in Congress
affairs and this hurt him. The Congress arrangements Gandhi found
haphazard and the volunteers lacking in any training. "The Con-
gress would meet three days every year, and then go to sleep."
After the Congress was over Gandhi stayed on in Calcutta for a
month as he had to meet the Chamber of Commerce and various
people in connection with the work in South Africa.
For the first few days he stayed at the India Club. Lord Curzon
had his durbar about this time in Calcutta. Gandhi found rajas and
maharajas putting on trousers "befitting khansamas" and shining
boots on the durbar day "instead of their usual fine Bengalee dhotis
and shirts'*. When he asked one of them the reason for this change,
the reply was "We are Lord Curzon's khansamas. If I were to absent
myself from the levee I should have to suffer the consequences. If I
were to attend it in my usual dress, it would be an offence."
The rest of his stay in Calcutta was with Gokhale, who acquainted
Gandhi with the Indian leaders. Often Gokhale used to speak to
him about Justice Ranade, with great feeling. He introduced him to
Dr, P. C. Ray, who lived next door and was a frequent visitor. Gandhi
was highly impressed by the simple life of the scientist, who earned
Rs. 800 per month but kept only Rs. 40 for himself and devoted the
balance to public purposes.
Gandhi had a crowded programme in Calcutta. He walked long
distances to meet people. Among the prominent persons he met were
Babu Kalicharan Banerji, Justice Mitra, Sir Gurudas Banerji and
Sister Nivedita.
Gandhi divided his day between seeing the leading people in
Calcutta and. studying1 the religious and public institutions of the